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Abstract

The purposes of this research were (1) to compare the pre-learning and post-
learning science process skills of Prathom Suksa Il students learning under the inquiry
teaching method; (2) to study the growth rate of science process skills during learning of
Prathom Suksa Ill students learning under the inquiry teaching method; and (3) to study the
group activity behaviors during learning of Prathom Suksa Il students learning under the
inquiry teaching method.

The research sample consisted of 30 Prathom Suksa Ill students studying in the
first semester of the 2011 academic year at Suanrat Wittaya School, obtained by cluster
sampling. The employed research instruments were (1) learning management plans using the
inquiry teaching method, (2) a science process skills test, and (3) a group activity behavior
observation form. Statistics used for data analysis were the mean, standard deviation, and t-
test.

Research findings showed that (1) the post-learning science process skills of
Prathom Suksa Il students learning under the inquiry teaching method were significantly
higher than their pre-learning counterparts at the .05 level; (2) the students’ science process
skills growth rate score increased during learning on the average of 0.99 score per time out of
the full score of 4; and (3) the students’ group activities behaviors were at the good level.

Keywords: Inquiry teaching method, Science process skills, PrathomSuksa
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